The chemotherapy of lymphoblastic lymphoma.
Thirty-two patients treated on consecutive Southwest Oncology Group (SWOG) protocols for malignant lymphoma were subsequently diagnosed as having lymphoblastic lymphoma. Combination chemistry, usually adriamycin-based, produced complete responses (CR) in 17 patients (53%). Median survival was 15 mo. Patients achieving a CR survival significantly longer than patients with partial or no response (p < 0.01). Ten of 24 patients not receiving central nervous system (CNS) prophylaxis developed leptomeningeal lymphoma while none of the seven patients who received prophylactic intrathecal cytosine arabinoside or methotrexate developed CNS lymphoma (p = 0.04). Implications of these results for planning future treatment programs of lymphoblastic lymphoma are discussed.